


WELCOME
INTRO

READ IT
SEE IT
LIVE IT
TELL IT



What did Jesus talk about 
more than anything else?
THE KINGDOM OF GOD

What is God’s Kingdom?
THE AUTHORITY OF JESUS THE CHRIST 
OVER ALL GOD’S CREATION

Jesus was called the Christ.
What does the Christ mean?
In Greek? - KHRISTOS
In Hebrew? - MESSIAH
Meaning? - ANOINTED ONE
Who is the anointed one? 
THE KING

What enemies did Jesus 
declare victory over?
THE KINGDOM OF DARKNESS
SIN
DEATH

Who can enter the Kingdom of God?
ONLY THE RIGHTEOUS
Who is righteous?
NO ONE EXCEPT JESUS

How can we enter the Kingdom of God?
WHAT GOD REQUIRES, JESUS PROVIDES

What do we inherent 
in the Kingdom of God?
THE RIGHT TO BE CHILDREN OF GOD
For how long?
ETERNITY

How do we live now as Children of God?
BY FAITH

What is our mission?
TO PROCLAIM THE GOSPEL 
OF THE KINGDOM OF GOD
To who?
TO ALL NATIONS

BUILDING A KINGDOM WORLDVIEW

What did Jesus talk about 
more than anything else?
THE KINGDOM OF GOD



READ IT

REVIEW MATTHEW 5:3
REVIEW MOTIONS
HAVE STUDENTS COME UP AND DO IT



SEE IT

JESUS TAUGHT ABOUT THE KINGDOM OF GOD
At the beginning of Jesus’s ministry He traveled city to city to Proclaim the Kingdom of God. He preformed miracles. 
Great crowds gathered around him. “Now when Jesus saw the crowds, he went up on a mountainside and sat down. His 
disciples came to him, and he began to teach them.” One of those disciples, Matthew, wrote down what Jesus taught 
them so you can hear from Jesus the same way his disciples did.

Jesus said, “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.” Matthew 5:3

For this whole year we are going to talk about who Jesus says the Blessed are…
What does this word “Blessed” mean? It’s not a word we use a lot today. About the only time we use the world bless is 
when someone sneezes. So here is what blessed meant to Jesus. When you translate the word blessed from Greek to 
English, it means “Happy”. Jesus is telling us when He rules as King who will be the ones that are Happy.

SAY: IN GOD’S KINGDOM… JESUS CALLS HAPPY : THE POOR IN SPIRIT

WHAT DOES THAT MEAN?
Jesus chose a perfect start for this teaching on the Kingdom of God with “Poor in Spirit.” Why did Jesus say “in Spir-
it”? Why didn’t Jesus just say “the poor.” We know Jesus loved the poor. He spent much of His time with the poor. He 
even asks His followers to get to the poor. But Jesus said, poor “in spirit.”

I want to explain to you a key idea when Jesus preaches. Jesus does this a lot. He uses something physical which we 
can see to teach us about something spiritual that we can’t see. Being physically poor helps us understand being Spiri-
tually poor.

SAY: THE PHYSICAL HELPS US UNDERSTAND THE SPIRITUAL.
In our verse, what symbol do we use for “poor in spirit.” We use beggars hands. Many of you have seen someone who 
had very little or nothing asking for help. Their hands are open. A beggar’s hands have nothing to offer, they are only 
there to receive. Beggars hands are not deserving, they are asking for charity. They are ready to receive a free gift.

Jesus didn’t say that the people with beggars hands are blessed. He said people with beggars hearts are blessed. Jesus 
said blessed are the Poor in Spirit, they will receive the Kingdom of Heaven, the Kingdom of God.

WHO ARE THE POOR IN SPIRIT?
Many times people came to Jesus and how they could enter the Kingdom of God. One young man came to Jesus and 
told Jesus that he had followed God’s rules since he was a child. Everyone around him thought he was blessed be-
cause he was wealthy too. Jesus told the rich young man, “Go, sell everything you have and give to the poor, and you 
will have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow me.” The young man walked away from Jesus sad. The young man was 
trying to impress Jesus on how he deserved to be part of God’s Kingdom because of what he had accomplished. But 
Jesus told him he must become like the poor.

The poor in spirit bring nothing to Jesus but open hands and open hearts. The heart that is ready for the kingdom of 
God is the heart that is ready to receive. It is not full. It is not deserving. It has nothing to trade. It is ready to receive. It 
is asking for a free gift that Jesus is willing to give.

WHAT IS THE KINGDOM OF GOD THAT WE ARE READY TO RECEIVE?
Jesus the Christ wants to be our Lord and King. He wants to welcome us as His own. He wants authority over our lives.
He wants to take what is poor and empty and willing and give it what is eternal. Do you have a heart with its hands out 
to God and ready to receive?  I want to leave you with a thought. Those in this world who are born with nothing are 
born closer to the Kingdom of God than those who are born rich.



LIVE IT

GIVE STUDENTS AN ACTIVE WAY TO RESPOND

“Here’s what I want you to do. I want you to teach this to somebody else. Teach it to your friend, to your 
parents, to your brothers and sisters.”

TELL IT

STUDENT DOES GOSPEL STEP UP

CLOSING

STUDENT PRAYS

DISMISS




